An A-chain ricin immunotoxin targeted against rat class II major histocompatibility complex molecules. In vitro and in vivo effects.
Studies reported here have demonstrated that an antirat class II major histocompatibility complex molecule A-chain ricin immunotoxin could specifically remove, in a dose-dependent manner, the cells capable of stimulating the rat mixed lymphocyte reaction, an in vitro model of transplant rejection. It was further demonstrated that administration of a monoclonal antibody against class II major histocompatibility complex molecules to isolated rat pancreas grafts by hypothermic perfusion resulted in the targeting of cells bearing class II major histocompatibility complex molecules. But administration of the immunotoxin to isolated pancreases in a similar manner did not prolong their survival when allografted across a major histocompatibility barrier.